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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 

Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to dip 
the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
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10TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 18, 8:30 & 10 A.M. 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word,”  
Stephen Folkemer 

Asking God’s Forgiveness (8:30 only) 
 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father, and the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God 

have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us 
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Opening Hymn “If God My Lord Be for Me,” #788 
Stanza 1 sung by cantor; Stanzas 2-4 sung by All 

Greeting 

Baptism 

Singing God’s Praise (8:30 only) 
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GOD’S WORD 
 

Today’s Prayer 
Let us pray. O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and 
you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with 
all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and 
prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.   
 
Sit 

From the Old Testament Jeremiah 23:23-29 

23Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 24Who can hide in 
secret places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven 
and earth? says the LORD. 25I have heard what the prophets have said who 
prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 26How 
long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy 
lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 27They plan to make my 
people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as 
their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream 
tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. 
What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. 29Is not my word like 
fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 
 The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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From the Book of Psalms 82 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
1God stands to charge the divine coun- | cil assembled, 
  giving judgment in the midst | of the gods: 
2“How long will you | judge unjustly, 
  and show favor | to the wicked? 
3Save the weak | and the orphan; 
  defend the hum- | ble and needy; 
4rescue the weak | and the poor; 
  deliver them from the power | of the wicked. Refrain 
 
5They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander a- | bout in 
darkness; 
  all the foundations of the | earth are shaken. 
6Now I say to you, | ‘You are gods, 
  and all of you children of | the Most High; 
7nevertheless, you shall | die like mortals, 
  and fall like | any prince.’ ” 
8Arise, O God, and | rule the earth, 
  for you shall take all nations | for your own. Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, 
but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30By faith the 
walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had received the spies in peace. 
  32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—33who 
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through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, 
shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign 
armies to flight. 35Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better 
resurrection. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they 
were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, 
destitute, persecuted, tormented—38of whom the world was not worthy. 
They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the 
ground. 
  39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not 
receive what was promised, 40since God had provided something better so 
that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 
 12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run 
with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanking God for the Word of Christ (#871 stanza 1) 
 

Sing praise to God, the highest good, 
The author of creation! 
O God of love, you understood 
Our need for your salvation. 
With healing balm our souls you fill; 
All our lament with peace you still. 
To God all praise and glory! 

 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 12:49-56 

 The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 12th chapter of St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were 

already kindled! 50I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what 
stress I am under until it is completed! 51Do you think that I have come to 
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bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52From now on 
five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against 
three; 53they will be divided:  father against son and son against father, 
mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against 
her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”  54He also 
said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see 
the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it 
happens. 56You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of 
earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Bridger 

Stand 
 

Hymn for Today “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word,” #517 

Confessing our Faith (8:30 only) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
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Offering our Prayers 
 

After each portion of the prayers 
 

Lord in your mercy. . . 
. . . hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 

Gathering Gifts “How Great Thou Art,” Robert Hobby 

Stand 
 

The Gifts are Presented “Have No Fear, Little Flock,” #764 
stanzas 3 & 4 

Praise the Lord high above; praise the Lord high above, 
For he stoops down to heal you, uplift and restore you; 
Praise the Lord high above! 
 

Thankful hearts raise to God; thankful hearts raise to God, 
For he stays close beside you, in all things works with you; 
Thankful hearts raise to God! 

 

Let us pray.  Merciful Father  

You bring us from denial to faith, from silence to speech, from idleness to 
action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to your service, and with the 
Church through all the ages we give thanks for the saving love of God in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  

 

 

  



 11 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Sit; To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside cover. 
 

Communion Songs 

 

 
“For the Bread Which You Have Broken” 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

#494 
#759 

Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
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ON OUR WAY 

 

A Final Word and Promise 
 

 

A Song 
 

“Lead On, O King Eternal!” #805 

A Mission 
  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “Lead On, O King Eternal!” Michael Helman 

 
Psalm 82:6:  Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching – Pastor Bridger 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Burce 

Assisting Ministers – Christa Turnbull (8:30); Mike Thiel (10) 

Lectors – David Kukelhan (8:30); Mike Snyder (10) 

Communion Assistants – Eric Anderson, Alan Parrott, Scott Straffen (8:30);  
Janice Snyder, Bob Stoddard, Linda Stoddard (10) 

Acolytes – Gavin Waugaman (8:30); Gus Golden, Tim Hollander (10) 

Greeters – Brenda Carpenter (8:30); Ann & Bob Kreps (10) 

Cantors – Bethany Kresnye (8:30); Claire Connelly (10) 

Organist – Connie Triplett 

Deacons – Joe Frantz, Sid Gator 

Ushers – Craig Jernigan, Steve Swanson Greg Prohaska, Gregory Prohaska 
(8:30); Jim Breckel, Ryan Szczepinski, Aubrey Thiel (10) 

Nursery – Jennifer Helmink, Haley Tome (10) 

Altar Guild – Maria Geier, Debbie Luekens 

Trustee – Mike Green 
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 

 For the newly baptized, including Maximus John Jacob Geyer and Nicholas 
Charles Mitchell 

 
 For Elenor Davis, Joyce Fry, Judy Gahl, , Brittany & Nick Hruska and their 

infant daughter Brynlie Ellen Rodney Kaska,Cheryl Kucera 
 
 For those who are marginalized and vulnerable in our society and those 

who help meet needs, including the important work being done locally 
through Building Hope in the City and Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry 
(LMM) 

 
 For God to bless and keep those who travel, those who have experienced 

tragedies, and those who are seeking employment.   
 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 

In honor of their 29th anniversary by Christine & Wilferd Wirtz 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Aug. 20—BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX, d. 1183, founder of a famous monastery in 
the French Alps and perhaps the greatest spiritual writer of the Middle Ages. 
 

 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 58:9b-14, Psalm 103:1-8, Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine 

services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator – Darlene Waugh 
Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 

 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

